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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL BENCH

NEW DELHI
IN
OA NO 379/2024
IN THE MATTER OF:
BHUWAN CHANDRA BHATT ...COMPLAINANT
VERSUS

MEMBER SECRETARY, UTTARAKHAND
POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD & ORS

& ORS ...RESPONDENTS
INDEX
S.No. Particulars Page No.
1. Reply Affidavit on behalf of respondent no. District 1-4

Magistrate, Almora, Government of Uttarakhand in
compliance of the order dated 13.02.2025 passed by
this hon’ble tribunal.

2. Annexure A 5-8
Copy of the order dated 12.02.2025.
3. Annexure B 9-16

Copy of the list of the villages who have executed
the lease deed with Solar Companies

4. Annexure C 17
Copy of the report.
5. Annexure D 18-20

Copy of the report of tehsildar dated 18.09.2025.

Dated: 23.09.2025

Adv Anmajput

Counsel for State of Uttarakhand
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I Learned  Comnsel  representing Respondents - No. 3 and 4,

DFO. Almora and District Magistrate, Almora, has also submitted that
theseauthorities veill ascertain the role of the Solar Power companies in
theillegal felling of trees and will take appropriate action.”

That the copy of the order dated 13.02.2025is Annexed herewith as

Annexure A,

That the present reply affidavit is being filed in compliance of the above

order.

. It is submitted that in Village Kunidhar, three solar plants are currently
L p 3

operational, namely: Northern Solar Energy Pvt. Ltd,, Bindal Laser

Homes Pyt Ltd., and SRN Solar Energy Pvt. Lid. That the solar plants

have secured the necessary land, comprising approximately 9.597 hectares
id categorized as '1a) from the villagers of Village Kunidhar, This
wvas acquired through the execution of 40 separate lease deeds. That
opv of the lease list of the Villages are annexed herewith as
xure i3.
a joint inspection of the lands was conducted by representatives of
orest Department and the Revenue Department on 27.08.2022. The

subsequent work of counting the trees cut on the land of the solar plants

was compleled by the Forest Department and as pert the report of the
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forest depe
epartment pegs of total 348 trees were found including 193 oak

trees ; .
rees (Baaj) and\ 55 pine trees(Ched) species. That the copy of the report

is annexcd herewith as Annexure C,

6. The Forest Department, requested from the Revenue Department details
conceming the ownership of the land where tree pegs were discovered to
have been unlawfully cut. The Revenue Department, in compliance with
said request, subscquently furnished the requisite ownership information.

7. 1t has been informed by the Forcst that permission to fell 60 trees were
given. And a finc of 21,60,000 has been imposed by Forest Department on
the three solar plant companies for the illegal felling of 32 trees, which
has been deposited by the companies. A fine of ¥12,80,000 has been

1 the farmers for the felling of the remaining 288 trees. It is also
'at the farmers have not raised any objectionsupon the pcnalty

d the same have becn deposited with the Forest Department.
opy of the report of the Tehsildar, Bhikiyasain dated 18.09.2025

1 hercwith as Annexure D.

nitted that a perusal of the lease deeds cxccuted between the
farmers and the solar companies reveals no explicit pre-condition
authorizing the cutting of trees for the establishment of the solar plants on

the villagers' land. It is also submitted that the companies’ and farmers
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paymient of the penalty and failure to raise any objection to the fine

imposed by the Forest Department is a course of conduct that is consistent

with the atlegations.

9. 1t is most humbly submitied that the Deponent is committed and will takeall

necessary ac [ this Hon'ble Tribunal, in letter
andspirit.
v~ D_._.ENT
Verification:

Verified in Dehra . . mber, 2025 that the contents of the

above affidavit arc true and corrcct and no pan of it is false material has been

concealed therefrom.

v ~""9YNENT
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Item No. 07 Court No. 1

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No. 379/2024

Bhuwan Chandra Bhatt Applicant
Versus

Member Secretary, Uttarakhand Pollution
Control Board & Ors. Respondent(s)

Date of hearing: 13.02.2025

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE PRAKASH SHRIVASTAVA, CHAIRPERSON
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SUDHIR AGARWAL, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. A. SENTHIL VEL, EXPERT MEMBER

Applicant: Mr. Bhuwan Chandra Bhatt, Applicant in Person

Respondent: Mr. Mukesh Verma & Ms. Vatsala Tripathi, Advs. for UKPCB
Ms. Anjali Rajput, Adv. forR - 3 & 4

ORDER

1. In this original application, based on a letter petition, a resident of
Village Kunidhar, Tehsil Bhikiasen, Almora had made a complaint about
indiscriminate felling of Chir and Banj trees by the Solar Power

Companies.

2. The DFO, Almora, Respondent No. 3 had filed the reply dated

23.07.2024 disclosing as under:

“1.  [F TAANT [erad S Fgr AT 49- Foe [AUATHT & FIATT GT FHo
162 fa=llep 06.08.2022 & ZRT TH FONIR #H Hlow Tolle & A #H @
geil b FEIr FUAT HFH & fARor & FFaey H 3U  [SenfQert
fBfardor b1 T Heo 10(1) / HET-THoE 02022 31 17-08-2022 & GRT
TT ST AF T [AHTT T ITEG [QAHT GRT Al G T I HiHAG!
& fF0er fbar T [GEH ORI TR 6 Aider @leR Uersdl gre foro,
fa=grer e Tre fofo Tq THe 3o Udo HleR TASA Tio fofo Iy«
GRT TIH FONUR & FIATIRSG AN & FET 30 auf &1 it o7 &
YR QT Flew Cole T fAATT e f5ar ST @7 & TAT 3F HA T
&7l I AT I fIHT GRT AT I (FgF ST RUIE Feroeqa-01).
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2. & grg fIprga & 39N UY [@le 07.07.2023 & aF fOHET gRT ST
o e FA # 35 gt F ge # gu ard S ¥ A Ferw TSl are
fore & 1 IRTEY Gliged X FHIAT TG fHAT T/ (Fetoeqan-02).

3, & e tene #r HAT F Hax Fua amg va Bfde qfF & f[vg &
e Tofle & gAY GRT A GT TAIFT TIT 5 HrTARR) GRT & A
T o¥ am gal a1 FqF & giaa far ar & 59 dFaey H o faber
FIFPRI GRT ek Telle & H it av & ot & 3k fbg gfF o
Hel Toflle ZRT JTHPAVT Y e Ui fabar arar & 15 gg faeaies
09.07.2024 & 13.07.2024 & HYeh [ANET0T 5T 1/ (He7e7em-03).

4, fb 3 HleWw telle GRT 6T 8t U & IRIGT A a1 a7 ganad
KA G Hlaw#0T g fhar a7 &1 e HidwmAvr aFal-ud ferad #
gT s & W & R ger & erdardt sofaa ad g1 sad
HIART T BT H qldat=vd g&il & Gid gie a7 a AT & Friarr
@ ST &1 T PH H AT HFH A e & AT giaa dr [FUfa H gar
EYETUT HAAGH-1976 B URT-13 T URT-16 & IFHR Ioree 7 34
Frifargl & forw e &/

5 [ Relw 13.07.2024 it 53 7 Ggw 00T & GIT Teea AT
GRT PeT 05 TET o & H-FallHcd FE f5d 3 o9# Tog 7 T~
H-ETAT & GERT/QT FFRI H PoT 10 FET HT G glear grar arr
faaa 04 Az geit & wrdT Fr gHElG TF A vT A 06 dF g &
I grger & fav gFalya & fAvg a7 JRIT Glipd a7 Frdarg Fr
7 &

6. b &lere tetie B HAT & M [FUT Ay JF & fAvg F Tereq [T
GRT -FalfAcT & RRefd Fq gl & arg @ 3790 & drfargt e sier
TFHT & G| T 3D HIGN® J§ Haad I GHAT g
T HAF H e & AT uiga Fr Pl H gar Feerr AT 1976
@I URT 13 T URT-16 & IFAR Ioree 3777 3t rfargt & fore e &
UG A9 A & FFOIT HHET HAANE SA-HoRT, G, Gl 0T
TFHT 7T 3777 & pref 817 et 3 &1

3. The above reply reveals that Northern Solar Energy Private Limited
was found responsible for the felling of 35 trees, and the offence under
the UP Protection of Trees Act, 1976, was registered against it. Though
the above reply states that the penalty was recovered, it does not disclose
the penalty that was recovered or the order that was passed in the

criminal offence that was registered. Annexure R-2 filed alongwith this
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report, discloses that the offence under Section 4/10 of the UP Protection
of Trees Act, 1976, was registered. Section 10 of the Act of 1976 provides
for the penalty for felling or removal of trees in contravention of Section 4
and also provides for punishment with imprisonment, which may extend
to six months, and with fine, which may extend to Rs. 1,000/- or with

both.

4. Learned Counsel appearing for the State of Uttarakhand submits
that the PCCF had passed the final order under Section 10 of the Act.

She is directed to file a copy of the said final order.

S. The report of the DFO, Almora, dated 23.07.2024 also discloses
that in addition to the above 35 trees, 10 trees were found to be cut
whereas the permission was for cutting of four Chir trees. For the
remaining six illegally cut trees, the criminal offence was registered. The
details of the offence so registered have not been disclosed in the report.
Hence, in the next report, the DFO, Almora will disclose the details of the

offence and also the outcome thereof.

6. The DFO, Almora has also filed a subsequent report dated
11.02.2025 which discloses that during two days joint inspection
conducted on 25.10.2024 and 26.10.2024 by the officers of Forest and
Revenue Department, it was found that 348 trees of Chir and Banj were
cut and in respect of these 348 trees, offence against the land owners has

been registered.

7. Alongwith the response of UKPCB filed on 22.07.2024, an
inspection report has been enclosed, which discloses that 3 Solar Power
Plants (Solar Power Generation through photo-voltaic cells) have been set

up and these 3 plants are (1) M/s. Bindal Laser House Pvt. Ltd. (2) M/s.
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Northern Solar Energy Pvt. Ltd. (3) M/s. SRN Sun N Solar Energy Pvt.

Ltd.

8. The report of the DFO, Almora, dated 11.02.2025, in Paragraph 5,
clearly mentioned that during the joint inspection, the remains of 348
illegally cut trees were found within the area of the solar plant. Illegal
felling of trees not only requires action as contemplated under the Act of
1976, but the action is also required by the UKPCB for causing

environmental damage on account of such illegal felling of trees.

9. Learned Counsel representing the Respondent No. 1, Member
Secretary, UKPCB submits that now the action will be taken for
imposition of environmental compensation upon the persons/entities/

companies found responsible for the illegal felling of trees.

10. Learned Counsel representing Respondents No. 3 and 4, DFO,
Almora and District Magistrate, Almora, has also submitted that these
authorities will ascertain the role of the Solar Power companies in the

illegal felling of trees and will take appropriate action.

11. Keeping in view the above observations, let the fresh action taken

report be submitted by the respondents within eight weeks.

12. List on 19.05.2025.

Prakash Shrivastava, CP

Sudhir Agarwal, JM

Dr. A. Senthil Vel, EM
February 13, 2025
Original Application No. 379/2024
dv..
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Annexure D

v, UFIH—563 / THOSIO— / 2025
TEAIASR, ffmarior Raax 18,2025
ooy

[ar ¥,

SURTATBER),
fsamYor

fava—  am grfr el HerR wic IR § ga wem d dws A A0

&R aifereRer 8 el # AT emaes @ 379 /2024 A qae =

e 99 Aok o Toit wofdo 7 a1 & gfoscy ofva 53 o

D TR F |

HBIEY,

QUIT SWRIe AYad a9 dfad UAie 737 / TE-—HMER Ao
wie TSI /2025, T&Id 08.09.2025 BT Aclidd IR BT FE & | oTad
ERT U9 RUMYR @fid QeR <iic GREx # g4 dee & | § 110 skd
JrfereRor ¢ feeelt # M Smdes |eear 379 /2024 A7 AT IR WS T
WeR UeH TAST wWofdo @ erw ¥ uReeR ONG Y WM B w3
SRR 3RAT ST R o @ e v 8| genfaden & squre
# 0300, HNER | UHRer F Y IRAT UG B W B s &
nﬁlmzﬁzﬁqﬁwovoﬁfowﬁwmmmmﬁ'gaﬂﬁmﬁ
3

1. 7MW Follgr 4 3 (Aol swfrl swer TdT der @it wo oo @,
faeTer oo BT wiofelo T TR03MROUA0 AleR THuit wiofeo & gwr
faffg foear T Aer wiie adv T WRg H dorferd ® 1 Sa diF Aol
g 1(@) @ 4 IRY N I @ N T | Tz T ool IS
fodid 02 FawR, 2021 ¥ 24 R{TwR, 2022 @ 499 @ T8 off | ST AT
FE & gRT I BUER A 3 Yad O gF IOl & Wi, 10,39
T W 1283,1041 HE IFHAT 0.040%0, 3N Sffew gz w=moh & @
10,39 ¥GRT . 1283,1041 A IHAT 003080, I Qdl Ueil I 9 B
G, 27,30,67,28,51 IO HET 1049,468,1269,3245,2382 A AT 0.500
20, g Wee U9 IRNEW B WH. 42,10,39 TURT V. 486,1041,1283 WA
YAl 0.20080, Il Q4! Uil g=AYll & W 10,39 IO H. 1041,1283
He YHdT 0.04080, el <4l U A=fbaR & T A&T 42, 1039 B
TIRT AT 486, 1041, 1283 FL I&HAT 0,200 20, YS! <Al U IHER
B WIF. 42,10,39 TAI AT 486,1041,1283 HA IHAT 0.400 B0, TATARM
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93 ERMART & WIH, 12,13,14,26 TR GE@IT 599, 1084, 491, 1567 AL
XPAT 0.10080, MUTA T Y AREY I & WL, 12,13 AT G 1064,
599 ¥EJ Thd 020080, MO T GH ERFON B WIH. 12,1314 T G,
599,1064,492 W& IHaT 0.10080, FIclioe g= RN & WIH. 12,13,14,26
9¥RT . 599,1064,492,1567 HEA IHAT 010080, ieH Tl JF MUKW B
GIE. 12,13,14 FEIT . 599,1064,492 WEA I&HAT 0,20080, T T% YF

IR ST @ WLE. 1213 FO7 . 599,1064 WA IdHAT 0.200%0,
Sfeur=< g3 anIew @ WIWE. 29,3031 D GENT W 1057,468,2382 e
X®AT 0.10080, AT G Uil BT T @ @I, 29,3031 dG .
1057,468,2382 HEd Xhdl 0.20000, X9 % Y TRIGC & WIH. 29,30,31
SXRT ¥ 1057,468,2382 AR IHAT 010080, TR G HdGw $ WIH.
29,30 TURT 1057, 468 W& IHAT 0.46080, TRV &l Yo ARG & &,
. 29,30,31 TRT 1057, 468,2382 WEJ YHAT 0.10080, T=Iqwd Y= ARG
@ WIE. 29,30,31 AT 1057,468,2382 Hell Xhal 0.10080, YR <o YA
IRIGRT & @I, 29,3031 IO 1057,468,2382 He I&bdl  0.100%0,
IR Y3 dRIG & @LE. 29,30,31 ST 1057,468,3082 HWed Rebdl 0.
10080, AR UF FEIR« B WIW. 27.30,67.28,31 GO
1049,466,1269,3245,2382 Hed IHAT 0.50080, S=AUN g3 R<ymefl & @i
05,67 g 1220,1269 Hed IHdT 0.08080, A< Fooi¥ Y= ©AAH & .
9. 06,12,13,14,40,41 TN . 1280,599,1064,492,1045,488 HEA IHaT 0.06080,
UHgee JF wdiqed @ @LH. 11,50,51 G9RT 1160,1806,1044 HE IHdT 0.
20020, STTRIY Y3 SIHRMA & WIH. 05,06,31,67 AT 1220,1260,2382,1269
R IPHAT 040080, FHUTTew YA RESw & WIE. 3142 IR 2382,886
HeA THAT 0.12080, HHET AT Uil AYRTGed & WIH. 06,42 THRT 1280,886
HEA IHAT 0.12080, ITAGK YF ARG D WIF. 47 TOT 619 A IHar
0.20080, YHdeT Y3 ARIGH & WIH. 42 TG0 886 HE) XHAT 0.12080,
TARM Y3 AR D WIH. 41,40,43 ORI W. 488,1045,1268 HeJ IHdT 0.
80080, XA UF TR(HIAR P WL 42,10,39 FAT . 486,1041,1283
e @Al 0.20080, Felas Y3 Sxldcd @ @I¥. 27, 30, 67,2831 9O
1049,468,1269,3245,2382 & R&HdT 0.50080, ¥HYaw Yd ARMAM< & .
. 05,06,07 FAT . 1220,1280,1269 L IFHAT 0.80080, 4T T« Y
ERIGT @ WA, 47 999 . 619 HWed IHAT 0.80080, VWY TE UF
Rraged @ WIW. 4231 997 6. 886 HeU IHAl 0.12080, WT <@ YA
IR & WIH. 0625 O W 1280,1328 HE IdHAT 0.80080, 7T <dl
el RRMOfl @ @i, 23 9997 6. 1383 WY AT 0.28980, ERINNE UH
R Rig @ WId. 13 9O-T 6. 1373 HeA AT 011880, ARV Y3 4
M D WILH. 10,39 U 1283,1041 A IHAT 012080 FoT 40 ool SIS B
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2. 3T YA & RN 27.08.2022 ® RoRG RAUMT Ud g9 fAMTT @ g
Fga fFRieror far Tar o | [eR wie @ fit R B T gelt @ o
BT B g9 I B g7 fopar Tar| e aregr & IR Al W 9
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3. O g R gell @ de o U T, 99 R @ R i @ Wit @
fwa & geoT {5 M R o T grr A @ wanfra g Rark
a9 foqmr @ < 1|

4. a8 & o T g1 s wemar T ? 6 9e gRT SIS gall B
e @ W ¥ g 60 gl & ulad @Y Ay 99 MM & gw
FHEABRI BT &7 T Mt | HeR ©ie o e arelt 3 SRl | 32 gail
T Y U B I B SRR ® 1,60,000/ —(TF ARI AG BN
FUGT ATF) 99 T gR1 Rl R AR R T o 5 swfar
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